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FOSTER CARE SERVICES

To ensure that children are placed in an environment that  

best meets their needs, DCFS maintains a number of foster  

care placements that offer an increasing intensity of services.

children who         

received Foster 

Care services

4,638
4,727

4,664 4,549
4,693

 FY11               FY12                                    FY13                                     FY14                                    fy15

4000

5000



Level I - Family Based Care
66.96%

12.43%

8.51%

18.08%

25.91%

10.61%

4.60%

6.60%

5.82%

Level II - Family Based Care

Level III - Family Based Care

Level IV - Proctor Family Care

Level V - Residential Support or Treatment - moderate intensity

Level VI - Residential Treatment high intensity

Level VII - Institutional Care at Psychiatoric or Acute Care Hospital

IRTS - Individualized Residential Care - Physical Disabilities

Runaway or Unknown
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Assuring permanency for children is a key value of DCFS,  

and ensuring that children are involved in as few placements  

as possible is a major objective.  

FY11                FY12                FY13               FY14              FY15             

83%

89%

84% 83% 84%

Children in Foster 

Care Less Than 12 

Months Who Had  

Two or Fewer

Placements

Children in  

Foster Care by age

30%  
ages 14-17

11%  
ages 11-13

6%  
age 18+

33%  
ages 0-5

20%  
ages 6-10

873 Children
533 Children

304 Children 792 Children 171 Children

Placement Types  

of Children in 

Foster Care
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OUTCOMES

Percent 

40% 

18%

10%

18%

9%

2%

2%

2%

1%

Reunification with Parents/Primary Caregiver

Adoption by non-relative

adoption by relative

Custody & Guardianship to Relative

Age  of majority/emancipation

Child Ran Away

Custody to Juvenile Justice Services

Custody to Foster Parent

Referred Outside DCFS

Reason for Exiting

FY10            FY11               FY12               FY13            FY14              

7%7%6% 6% 6%Children Exiting 

Custody with a  

Foster Care Episode 

within 12 Months
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ADOPTION SERVICES

The adoption program’s purpose is to assure every child  

and teenager has a permanent and supportive family. During the adoption 

process, the caseworker helps the adoptive parents assess what services the 

child may need, then identify and connect them to the community resources 

that may be helpful.

Children Adopted 

from Foster Care & 

In-Home Services

FY11                             FY12                               FY13                               FY14                         FY15                            

604

119

99
552

520 525
543

123
99

97

Adoptions from Foster Care

Adoptions from  
In-Home Services

Children Adopted 

from Foster Care

5% 
ages  
16+

9% 
ages 12-15

32% 
ages 0-2

22%  
ages 3-5

20%  
ages 6-8

12%  
ages 9-11

229 Children 162 Children

144 Children 85 Children 67 Children 36 Children
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